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Minister of Friendship
Baptist Church bless the
meal.

Gladys Crouch read
the minutes, which were
approved as read.

Mary Jo Cayce report-
ed that the Meals on
Wheels (MOW) program,
sponsored by the Kilgore
Church Women since
1970, delivers an average
of 96 meals each week.
Treasurer, Lynn Peery,
reported the general fund
balance and the MOW
donation fund. The orga-
nization plans to use the
donation funds to provide
quarterly and Christmas
gift bags filled with fruit
and snacks for all MOW
recipients. After discus-
sions it was decided that
Lynn Peery and volun-
teers will coordinate the
monthly meals for the
Kilgore Senior Citizens
group.

Sherry Lockman,
Nursing Home Birthday
Party Chairman, stated
that the parties are going
well. Although the nurs-
ing home is hiring a new
activity director, church-
es continue to provide
Birthday Cakes and the
residents are enjoying
the parties.

Mary Gaddy, Special
Projects Chairman,
thanked everyone for
donating items for the
nursing home patients.
She noted that the gifts
are greatly appreciated,

especially the bingo priz-
es. She recently delivered
gently used clothing to
the facility and encour-
aged members to contin-
ue to bring the clothing
donations to her as they
are needed.

Pam Pipkin, a member
of the First Christian
Church, presented the
program “The Story
Teller.” She shared her
lifelong passion for
storytelling and moral
tales, presenting three
favorites: “Peace Tales”
(moral: it is our respon-

sibility), “Holding Up the
Sky” (moral: we can all
help), and her original
story, “Moon’s Mirror”
(moral: what you do is
more important than
how you look). The group
thanked Pam for her
enjoyable presentation.

Following prayer
concerns, Pam Pipkin
adjourned the meeting.
The next meeting will
be held Friday, October
23, 2026, at 11:30 a.m. at
Christ the King Catholic
Church.

Law enforcement
believes there may be

additional victims
across multiple states

Special to the News Herald

SHERMAN – A Nash-
ville, Tennessee man has
been arrested and charged
with federal child exploita-
tion violations in the East-
ern District of Texas, an-
nounced U.S. Attorney Jay
R. Combs.

Joseph Dalton Bowman,
32, was named in a three-
count indictment returned
by a federal grand jury in
the Eastern District of Tex-
as charging him with coer-
cion of a minor; production
of child pornography; and
traveling with intent to en-
gage in illicit sexual con-
duct. Bowman appeared
before U.S. District Judge
Amos L. Mazzant on July
27, 2026, and was ordered to
be detained.

Investigators have rea-
son to believe that there are
additional victims in this
case. Bowman may have
had contact with minors
in the following cities and
their surrounding areas:

Lakeland, Florida
Tampa, Florida
North Chesterfield, Vir-

ginia
Glen Allen, Virginia

Covington, Kentucky
Myrtle Beach, South Car-

olina
New York City, New York
Brooklyn, New York
Mulvane, Kansas
Caldwell, Kansas
Kansas City, Missouri
Memphis, Tennessee
Nashville, Tennessee
Mount Juliet, Tennessee
Orlando, Florida
Dallas, Texas
Frisco, Texas
If you suspect your child

may have had contact
with Joseph Dalton Bow-
man, either in person or
through social media ap-
plications using accounts
such as “snapwithdal-
ton,” please call the HSI
Tipline at 1-877-4-HSI-TIP.
Or you can submit a tip
online at HSI Online Tip
Form or NCMEC Ti-
pline CyberTipline. Law
enforcement will take the
necessary steps to protect

all minors’ identities and
confidential information.

If convicted, Bowman
faces up to life in federal
prison.

This case was brought
as part of Project Safe
Childhood, a nationwide
initiative to combat the
growing epidemic of child
sexual exploitation and
abuse launched in May 2006
by the Department of Jus-
tice. Led by U.S. Attorneys’
Offices and CEOS, Project
Safe Childhood marshals
federal, state, and local
resources to better locate,
apprehend and prosecute
individuals who exploit
children via the Internet,
as well as to identify and
rescue victims. For more
information about Project
Safe Childhood, please vis-
it Justice.gov/PSC.

This case is being inves-
tigated by the Homeland
Security Investigations –
Child Exploitation Group
and the Frisco Police De-
partment and prosecuted
by Assistant U.S. Attorney
Calli Bailey.

It is important to note
that an indictment or arrest
should not be considered as
evidence of guilt and that
all persons charged with
a crime are presumed in-
nocent until proven guilty
beyond a reasonable doubt.

Are you a fa-
vorite child or a
left-out sibling,
or do you have a
favorite child and
left-out children?

Family-systems
theory has a lot
to say about such
things as how and
why there are fa-
vorite children
and about such favorit-
ism’s impact on the favored
children and on the left-out
siblings.

The Bible also has rele-
vant teaching about “favor-
itism” and some examples
of favorite children and
left-out siblings.

Recently our Sunday
Adult Bible Class titled
“Basic Bible Accounts”
considered Isaac and Re-
bekah and their children,
Jacob and Esau, as report-
ed in Genesis 25:19-34 and
26:34-28:09, which tells that
Isaac loved Esau because
Isaac ate of Esau’s game,
but that Rebekah loved Ja-
cob.

Not surprisingly then,
Jacob later had a favor-
ite wife, Rachel, and also
a favorite son, Joseph, as
reported in Genesis 29:1-

30:24; 35:16-21;
37:1-36, which
tells that Jacob
loved Joseph
more because Jo-
seph was the son
of his old age.

F a v o r i t i s m
caused problems
in both families,
including Jo-
seph’s siblings’

hating Joseph and selling
him to a caravan of Ishma-
elite and Midianite traders,
who sold Joseph as a slave
in Egypt.

Parental preference of
one child or another is not
a good thing but a result of
the sinful human nature
that all people share, which
sinful nature leads us to
sin and, together with our
sin, warrants both death
here and now and torment
in hell for eternity.

Yet, because of both
God’s working through
even sinful family dynam-
ics and God’s countercul-
tural preference of Jacob
over Esau and of Judah
over Joseph and his other
brothers (confer Genesis
49:8-12), the beloved Son of
God could take-on human
flesh as the sinless man Je-

sus and be crucified for the
sins of the world.

Those who are sorry for
their sinful nature and for
their actual sins, and who,
enabled by the Holy Spirit,
trust God to forgive them
by grace (or “favor”!) for
Jesus’s sake, are forgiven
by God and, in turn, love
God more than anyone
else (for example, Matthew
10:37).

Christians at least try to
love all of their neighbors
as themselves (for exam-
ple, Leviticus 19:8), though
we also recognize that our
closest neighbors of par-
ents, spouse, and children
have some vocational pri-
ority over other neighbors,
whether right next door or
around the world.

With no favorit-
ism, all are welcome at Pil-
grim for Sunday Adult Bi-
ble Class tomorrow at 9:30
a.m., with Divine Service
following at 10:45 a.m.

The Rev. Dr. Jayson S.
Galler is Pastor of Pilgrim
Lutheran Church in Kilgo-
re.

You can reach him
through the congregation’s
website: www.pilgrimlc.org.

MINISTER’S MOMENTS | REV. DR. JAYSON S. GALLER

MEETING
Continued from 1A

CIRCUS
Continued from 1A

Favorite children and left-out
siblings can have God’s favor Special to the News Herald

The Texas Department
of Public Safety (DPS), in
collaboration with sever-
al local, state and federal
agency partners, success-
fully recovered a Cesi-
um-137 (Cs-137) radioac-
tive source in Midland Co.
over the weekend.

On Friday, July 24, 2026,
a DPS Corporal assigned
to the Radiological/Nu-
clear Threat Detection
(Rad/Nuc) Unit was con-
ducting routine patrol
duties when he received
an alarm from his vehi-
cle-mounted radiation
detection system near S
County Road 1210. Utiliz-
ing additional radiation
detection equipment, the
Corporal conducted a sys-
tematic survey of the area
and determined that a
Cs-137 radioactive source
was emitting radiation
from beneath the ground.
After confirming the pres-
ence of the source, the
Corporal requested assis-
tance from local, state and
federal partner agencies
to coordinate a safe recov-
ery operation.

The next day, DPS’
Rad/Nuc Unit and other
responding agencies – in-
cluding the FBI, Texas De-
partment of State Health
Services (DSHS), Midland
Fire Department Hazard-
ous Materials Team, Mid-
land Health Department,
Midland Emergency Man-
agement and Chevron
security representatives –
conducted radiological as-
sessments and developed
an excavation plan to be-
gin specialized recovery
operations. Continuous
radiological monitoring
was conducted through-
out the operation, and
designated hot and cold
zones were established to
ensure the safety of all
personnel. Radiation ex-
posure levels were closely
monitored, and personnel
rotations were conducted

in accordance with estab-
lished safety protocols.

Eventually, the Cs-137
source was successfully
located approximately
6 to 8 inches below the
surface. The recovered
item was identified as a
100-millicurie sealed ra-
dioactive source manufac-
tured in April 1967. After
the source was document-
ed and radiation readings
were verified, it was safe-
ly recovered without inci-
dent. The operation con-
cluded with no injuries,
no personnel contamina-
tion and no threat to the
public.

This successful recov-
ery highlights the DPS
Rad/Nuc Unit’s special-
ized partnerships with
local, state and federal
agencies to conduct emer-
gency response and haz-
ardous material recovery
operations.

About DPS’ Radiolog-
ical/Nuclear Threat De-
tection Unit

DPS’ Radiological/
Nuclear Threat Detec-
tion (Rad/Nuc) Unit is
comprised of one Lieu-
tenant, one Sergeant and
six Corporals with ad-
vanced training stationed
throughout Texas. Their
primary mission is to
detect and interdict ra-
diological and nuclear
material out of regulato-
ry control to prevent dan-
gerous attacks and mass
casualty incidents. This

work is performed using
vehicle-mounted radia-
tion detection systems,
backpack detection sys-
tems, radioisotope identi-
fication devices, personal
radiation detectors (PRD)
and unmanned aircraft
system-mounted radia-
tion detection systems. In
addition to routine pa-
trol duties, DPS’ Rad/
Nuc Unit personnel also
conduct prevention op-
erations and screenings
for large-scale events and
dignitary visits alongside
other DPS divisions and
state and federal law en-
forcement partners.

The DPS Rad/Nuc Unit
is currently issuing a PRD
to every DPS Trooper
throughout the state and
training them to serve as
primary radiological and
nuclear threat screeners.

DPS coordinates safe recovery of
radioactive source in Midland Co.

Nashville man charged with child
exploitation, child pornography
violations after traveling to the

Eastern District of Texas
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once in the JP Court. He
is great and he knows
justice, right here, in his

heart,” she said.
Mayor Ronnie Spradlin

also spoke of his longtime

working relationship and
friendship with the judge.

“We’re so thankful to
have someone with such
a caring heart and a
good-natured judge to rep-
resent Kilgore all these 30-
plus years. It’s a blessing
for our community.”

GLENN PHILLIPS
Continued from 1A

— especially when the
items being juggled were
swords.

The Ramazinis are a
dynamic circus artist duo
based in DFW that per-
form circus shows across
the Lone Star State and
beyond.

Company owners Kelli
and Julio Ramazini both
toured the United States
and Mexico for several
years with Ringling Bros.
& Barnum and Bailey
Circus performing Clown
and aerial straps.

Julio Ramazini, from
Sao Paulo, Brazil attended
circus school at Escola
Nationale De Circo in Rio
De Janiero. Kelli Ramaz-
ini grew up in Texas and
joined the circus at the
young age of 19. Since
they have put roots down
in Texas, they established
their production company
in 2016, produced big and

small productions and
have been performing
their Two Person Circus
at libraries, schools and
festivals throughout Tex-
as, bringing quality high
impact family entertain-
ment to communities all
over. They offer several
show options including
their Two Person Circus,
Two Person Circus Ex-
travaganza and Varal.

In 2024, they debuted
their newest multi-cast

member show titled
“Varal”. A circus theater
show about a boy that
gets his kite stuck in his
tree and his community
comes together to try and
get it down in unique ways
including high flying aeri-
alist and circus acts. They
also offer summer camps,
workshops, event and
festival entertainment.
Learn more about them
at https://www.theramaz-
inis.com/.

Since they have put roots down in Texas, they established their
production company in 2016, produced big and small productions
and have been performing their Two Person Circus at libraries,
schools and festivals throughout Texas, bringing quality high
impact family entertainment to communities all over. (Lucas
Strough/News Herald Photos)


